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Carcoola, Waralya, Blue Gum Eucalyptus, Tasmanian Blue Gum, Gommier bleu de Tasmanie

Identi fy ing Character i st ics

Cultivated Range Native Range

Reddish-brown bark, scaly trunk, and
smooth branches. 

Shiny grey-green
 aromatic leaves. 

Global  Distr ibut ion 

Scaly bark

Habitat
Globalized species?
While native to Australia, eucalyptus

globulus can be found on nearly every

continent. This is largely because the tree is

a valuable silviculture species and has

therefore been imported to regions with

favourable climatic  conditions. Eucalyptus

globulus  is adapted to a variety of climatic

conditions, but is most often found in

regions with significant rainfall. Water is

often a limiting factors in the species growth.

Consequently, the tree can not tolerate

drought or cold temperatures.
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Timber Oil

Ecosystem services

 
Economic Values:
Eucalyptus globulus
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Cultural  & Economic Signif icance

Ecological  S igni f icance  and Chal lenges
Eucalyptus globulus is considered invasive in many regions outside its natural range due to its

tendency to dominate its environment by suppressing the growth of understory species. As such, the

tree has the potential to quickly take over and alter existing ecological systems. Because the tree

consumes high volumes of water, the species is particularly invasive in wetland areas. This species

tends to grow towards water sources and is known to cause damage to wells and other local ground

water systems. Furthermore, because of its high oil content and high density stand growth pattern, this

species is highly flammable. Despite these challenges, Eucalyptus globulus remains and economically

and culturally important species. 

 

An ideal silviculture species?
The tree’s rapid growth rate, dense stands,

and ability to naturally ward off pests makes it

an ideal species for commercial cultivation.

The tree is commonly grown in short rotation

coppice stands and can be harvested

approximately every eight to twelve years.

Therefore, the species short-life cycle makes it

an attractive crop for cultivation.

 

Forest products and cultural use:
Eucalyptus globulus is widely cultivated for

timber, which is used for firewood, paper

production, and woodworking. Indigenous

groups in Australia also harvest the bark,

which is used for rope, bowls, and dishes. The

tree's oil is also harvested and widely used by

the beauty industry and in aromatherapy

products. The oil has antiseptic properties

and is heavily used as a traditional medicine.

Traditionally, the tree's leaves are crushed and

soaked for medicinal purposes. The species

also provides food for pollinators, is an

excellent wind break, and is a useful tree for

combatting erosion.
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Eucalyptus globulus can be

harvested every 8 -12 years
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